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Unit 1, Class 8

The Development of 
the Modern State

Excuse me, that’s mine

Part One: Homework Check
Task: 
1.  Summarize the unification movements in England, France or the
   Holy Roman Empire
2.  Law and Justice: (choose one)
   France: What was the role of the Parlement of Paris?
   England: Briefly describe the judicial system of England.
   Holy Roman Empire: Describe the courts of the HRE.
3.  What is the difference between Common Law and Roman law?
4.  How did the Hundred Years’ War effect national assemblies in England and France?

Purpose: What makes a state a state?

Name: ______________________________  

I
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Part Two: The Role of Government
Please answer these questions in complete sentences after discussion.

1. List the attributes you believe would be present in a model family.

2. What do you believe is the role of government?  Are these roles the same as your model family?

3. In your opinion, what are the characteristics of good government?  How might these characterisitcs be personified?

4. Ambrogio Lorenzetti’s painted the fresco Allegory of Good Government between 1338 and 1240.  Examine the pic-
ture and the text which accompanies the picture.   Make brief comments.

5. What is the message that the leaders of Sienna were presenting by this commissioned art work?

6. Do these ideas correspond with your characteristics of good government? Explain. 

The enthroned man on  the 
right represents the city of 
Sienna and embodies Good 
Government. On both sides 
of Siena, the virtues of Good 
Government are represented 
by six crowned, stately female 
figures: Peace, Fortitude and 
Prudence on the left, Mag-
nanimity, Temperance and 
Justice on the right.  On the 
left, Justice is balancing the 
scales held by Wisdom
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7. Augustine, an important early Christian thinker, puts the measure for good government in a question. “Does the govern-
ment provide justice, law and order?” What is your opinion?

We the People of the United States, in Order 
to form a more perfect Union, establish Jus-
tice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide 
for the common defense, promote the gen-
eral Welfare, and secure the Blessings of 
Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution for 
the United States of America.

Augustine and US?

Part Three: The State in Medieval Europe
Section A: Concepts and terms
manorialism, feudalism

Section B: Law and Justice
What is the difference between Roman and Common Law?

Emperor

King

Pope

Barons
Church

Knights Towns Urban Knights

Peasants Merchants Town Workers

Video:
Preamble
Feudalism
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Notes:
France: What was the role of the Parlement of Paris?

England: Briefly describe the judicial system of England.

Holy Roman Empire: Describe the courts of the HRE.

Section C: Unification Movements
Were the unification movements in France, England and the Holy Roman Empire anti-feudal?  Support or refute.
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